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Stargazers Gather to Get a Glimpse of Hale-Bopp
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Comert Hale-Bopp is a hot topic
these days as people everywhere
exchange tales of where and when
they first spotted the ball of light
that won’t make a return trip to our
solar system for another 4,000
vears.

Last weekend, astronomy buffs
and curiosity-seckers alike gath-
ered with members of the South
Shore Astronomical Society in
Norwell to get a glimpse of the
comet.

Saturday’s public viewing was the
second of two scheduled by the
South Shore Astronomical Society.
The first, set for March 29, was
canceled when Mother Nature
decided to put on a light show of

er own complue with roaring
claps of thunder and vibrant bolts
of lightning.

Because the Blizzard of ‘97 left a
blanket of snow over the planned
viewing location at Centennial
Park, organizers moved the com
wunal shy gazimg event 1o the
Counctl on Aging  parking lot
acTuss e sieet.

Jadging by the aohs and ahhs
murmured by viewers of all apesas
they pazed at the comctafter wan

Kathy  DeVasto-Plemont.  of
Pembroke, set up her own newly-

purchased telescope. A member of

the South Shore Astronomical
Society’s  board of directors,
DeVasto-Piemont has only been
studying the sky seriously for a
couple of years. She recently
bought the sophisticated telescope
she was using from another society
member.

“I've always been awed by the
sky, but I never knew anyone else
who was interested,” said DeVasto-
Piemont who learned about the
society while working at her
Norwell catering business.

DeVasto-Piemont said the first
time she saw the comet was at 4
a.m. one morning a few weeks ago.

Discovered independently by
two amateur astronomers in July
1995 — Alan Hale, of New
Mexico, and Thomas Bopp, of
Arizona, — Hale-Bopp is most vis-
ible about an hour before sunrise
or an hour after sunset.

“It was so bright I thought it was
a plane,” DeVasto-Piemont said. “1
thought, “Wow, I've never seen
anything so bright.”

While she is impressed with
Hale Bopp. DeVasio Piemont saud
the constellation, O, wluch whe
calls by s techmcal e, MY
takes e hreath away

Wartmg o hine dor a0 pecek
through DeVasto-Piemont’s sleeh
black telescope, Dale Fenno, of
Norwell, «1id one of her favorite
things o do s sit on her porch and
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o have the once-in-a-lifetime
iewing opportunity.

“t all makes vou realize !10\\' lit-
te you are. It’s just a: nazmg. said
rvmm as she looked up at the sky.

“Through the telescope, it’s won-
derful. It looks so clear — like a
bright ball. It’s beautiful, just beau-
tiful.”

Louis Gentile, vice president of
the South Shore Astronomical
Society, said it was “mind bog-
gling” that the faraway comet was
visible with the naked eye.

When it was first observed in
1995, Hale-Bopp was 700 million
miles from Earth. Astronomers
predicted it would come within
123 million miles of Earth reach-
ing its closest point on March 23.

Now is prime time to view the
comet in the northwest sky after
sunset as the moon, and its inter-
fering light, move out of the way. It
will begin gradually to appear
lower and lower on the horizon.

“We love this sort of stuff,” said
Gentile who explained members of
the society began observing Hale-
Bopp in: the pre-dawn hours sever-
al months ago when it was not as
easy to see with the naked eye.

Genle, 42, a Sciroate resident
who runs a prano business, saxd his
fasemanion with ahe <k and e
wonders bopan as o culd when he
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Wy

theres a feeling of awe in

vou back yard. are light years
away,” Gentlle said. “ [ me, it puts
in perspective our relative po~mon
to the rest of the umverse

“It humbles you,” he said.

Marshfield  residents  Steve
Pineault and his wife have been
viewing Comet Hale-Bopp since it
first appeared on the horizon.

“One can’t help but think there
is something else out there,” he
said.

Rolf Egon, a former president of
the South Shore Astronomical
Society, said he likes Hale-Bopp
because it is much brighter and
easier to see than Halley’s Comet
which passed this way in the mid-
1980s or last year’s Comet
Hyakutake.

“This is much nicer and has a
full, clear tail,” said Egon, who was
inside the Council on Aging dis-
playing a piece of an original mete-
orite that hit the Arizona desert
between 35,000 and 50,000 years
ago. ’

Joe Marques, the current presi-
dent of the South Shore
Astronomical Society, said looking
through a telescope is “an almost
spiritual” experience. He said a
friend tells him that what you see
through an eyvepiece took 20 mil-
lion years to get there and 1 will
just ‘:;50 through the telescope and
fall 1o the ground™ o there s no
one there to look at it

engineer allows him to travel i
places that offer a clear view of tae

night sky.

“I love my wife and my hobby,”
he said.

South  Shore  Astronomical

Society treasurer ‘Tenny Doble has
his own observatory at his Duxbury
home. He said his interest in
astronomy began about about 2
years ago when he met a park
ranger who had a telescope set up
and fixed on the planet Sawurn.
That interest lay dormant until
about six years ago when Doble
began spending more time out-
doors.

“I decided not to smoke in the
house anymore and I needed some-
thing to do outside,” he said.

The beauty of Hale-Bopp did
not escape the children in the
crowd, some of whom ran in circles
pointing at the sky.

“It’s cool and 1t’s tail is pretty
long,” said 10-year-old Adam
Nogueira, of Norwell.

To get your own glimpse® of
Comet Hale-Bopp, look high in
the northwest sky at twilight. You’ll
find it streaking along just beneath
the brightest star, Capella. If
Comet Hale-Bopp has sparked a
more than fleeting interest in
astronomy for you, call (6171147
YO o
viewing times or (0174 2071 0
speak with joe Marques.
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