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Hello! Summer’s here and the time is right for dancin’ under the stars. Though it doesn’t get dark enough to see them until at least 9:00 p.m.,
when it is dark enough, the warm nights have plenty to offer. Any discussion of our current night sky must start with Venus. Wow! It’s that

incredibly bring light we see in the west even before it 1s “dark out”. Shinning at magnitude -4, it can’t be overlooked. A view through a
telescope or binoculars will reveal a half-illuminated disk — similar to a 1* Quarter Moon. Venus will continue to brighten by a smidge over the
coming week and then will begin to dim over the next month and a half until it’s no longer visible in our evening sky. Did I just say “evening
sky”? Venus is so far to the east of the Sun, that it doesn’t set until almost 11:00 p.m. It will reach its greatest apparent distance from the Sun
in our evening sky — called its greatest eastern elongation — on the 3. The changing brightness of Venus is an interesting thing to consider.
Our view of the sunlit half of Venus changes over time similar to the way we have an everchanging view of the sunlit side of the Moon. When
Venus is in between the Sun and the Earth we are looking at the night side of the planet. The side of the Venus that is lit by the Sun is facing
away from us. We can think of this as a “New Venus”. When Venus is seen in our morning sky %\z%
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[ want to remind you know about a series of astronomy mini-courses being offered at the Plympton Public Library this summer. The first course
that Carolyn and I are presenting, The Solar System, was attended by about a half-dozen folks and livestreamed on the Library’s Facebook page.
Our second course, The Structure of the Universe, starts on June 22™, to be followed by Observing (beginning July 13", and Equipment
(beginning August 10™). Each topic runs for three consecutive weeks. I invite you to joins us for some or all of these sessions. They run about
one hour.

Planet Roundup: We’ve covered Venus in detail already. Enjoy viewing it! Mars has moved into the constellation Cancer, the Crab and is just
east of M44, the Beehive Cluster. It can be found about 10 degrees (one fist’s width held at arm’s length) above and to the left of Venus. Saturn
(at magnitude 1.0) rises in the East around 1:30 a.m. followed by Neptune at 2:30 and Jupiter a bit before 4:00. The Full Moon is on June 3%,
the 3Q will be on the 10®, the New Moon occurs on the night of the 17® though the actual moment it occurs is on the 18" a bit after midnight.
The next 1Q Moon is on June 26", And though it feels like summer now, summer doesn’t officially begin until Wednesday, June 21% at 10:57
am.!

You can reach me at astroblog@comcast.net with any questions and comments. This is What'’s Up? installment #71.
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